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2008 was an interesting
year for the David
Harrington family. In
addition to re-locating to
Albany, Oregon after
many yearsin
Reynoldsburg, Ohio,
their daughter made
history.

Sylvia Harrington
became the youngest
regional quartet medalist
in SAI history, at age 6!
She made her debut
performance with Paper
Dollsin the Region 4
quartet competition April 11, 2008 in Covington, KY'.

Paper Dolls - Standing (left to right):
Holly Harrington (David Harrington's
wife), Karen Johns (family friend),
Tawni Miller (David Harrington's
sister-in-law, Holly's sister). Front and
center: Sylvia Harrington (David and
Holly's daughter).

They prepared two songs, “Sde By Sde,” and
“Looking For A Boy” both arranged by Daddy
(David Harrington). Mom and Dad (Holly and
David) together wrote the routines and additional
lyrics.

Paper Dolls had five rehearsals together before their
April 11th competition. They captured the 3rd place
medals! The quartet scored 577 pts. (B level) asthey
performed for more than 600 impressed and
supporting attendees. For more info see:
www.paperdollsquartet.com

The championship foursome reunite for a special performance -
Todd Wilson, Rick Middaugh, Jeff Oxley and Jason January.

Original Acoustix Reunitefor a
Special Gig

By Todd Wilson - tenor

We did agig in Bellingham, Washington produced by the local
Veterans Administration and featuring Acoustix and the local
Mount Baker Toppers Chorus, directed by Doug Broersma
of Realtime fame.

Thiswas the first Acoustix concert appearance with Jeff Oxley
since February of 1997. Jeff was subbing for Joel who had a
prior work commitment. The chapter was jazzed to be hosting
this reunion of the original championship foursome.

The show was a sellout and had some 1100 peoplein
attendance.

Much of the show was scripted around the music of our Stars &
Stripes CD but included music from afew other earlier * Stix
CDsaswell. We performed song such as; Sars and Stripes
Forever, WWI Medley, I'm Looking over a Four Leaf Clover, So
Long Mother, When It Comesto Lovin' the Girls/They're All
Swesties Medley, This Is the Moment, God Bless the USA and
American Armed Forces Medley (with Mount Baker Toppers),

We had not performed afew of these songs in almost two
decades, but they came together quite well.

Both groups did lots of "oohs" and "ahhs" from various songs
providing background music while a narrator talked about the
wartime experiences of a handful of Bellingham-area veterans
while vivid wartime images were shown on big screens on either
side of the stage.

What made this show different was the fact that the veterans
were the center of attention, not the performers. The performers
served a more subservient role providing the musical soundtrack
for the visual presentation. No performer ever uttered a spoken
word the entire night but the overall impact was quite moving
for those in attendance.

At the end of the show, the veterans whose lives had been the
focus the entire evening were brought up on stage to receive a
standing ovation from everyone present.

The Mount Baker Toppers did afirst class job of hosting us. Not
only did they send a care package to each of our wives the week
of the show, they had a gift basket waiting for usin each of our
rooms.

| would recommend these guys for any quartet looking to be
treated extraordinarily well.
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THE THE
HAPPINESS & GOOD
., NEWS!

www.HappinessEmporium.com

Max Q) presents or the Ghildren
an unprecedented two disc set of daytime songs and lullabies
for children of all ages

22 masterful (1 - . Hear samples

arrangements by - 5 and order

Frank Bloebaum, 3
online at

Jim Clancy,
David Harrington, , www.maxquartet.com

Clay Hine, . ' or call
Derric Johnson, “ (972) 241-9993
Chris Kershaw, _ for more
Paul Langford,
Gary Lewis,

Greg Volk,

and Marshall Webb.

information

Wiime songs @

Dedicated to Christal Reynolds
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
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Rutherford “Busts One’” With Gaither Vocal Band

Thought you might be interested in some WAY behind the
scenes footage of Acoustix' trip to Nashville back awhile ago to
film for that Gaither Homecoming video we were on.

The shoot was at the Grand OI' Opry. Very cool place, with so
much history. We were just hanging around before the video
shoot, and wandered out onto the stage of the Grand OI' Opry.
Some guys were setting up to video some interviews and such,
and we asked if it would be OK to sing one on the stage. Y eah.
So, we did.

Gaither heard us and came wandering out, so we chatted with
him for abit, and he called all the guys from the Vocal Band
out to chat. We visited with them, and then ended up back in
Bill's dressing room to sing a song for the boys while Bill taped
some interview footage. Anyways, so we sang them something,
and they dug it. And then | asked themif | could sing something
with them.

Now, we all know this to be avery common practice in our
world. But you'd think | just asked them to recite the periodic
table or something. They seemed sincerely confused.

"Well ... uh, Bill's out doing some taping right now, and we
couldn't really interrupt him ...." "Yeah, | know - | mean that I'll
sing the bass part .... with you guys .... on one of your songs." . .
.. processing . . . "Oooooooh!!! Oh! Yeah, sure ... ummm..."

| don't think anyone had ever asked them that before. They were
completely taken aback. Anyways, we chatted for a second till
we found something of theirsthat | knew, and then we let' er rip.

And hereitison YouTube;
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=106z1t4sveQ

Thiswas avery cool experience for me. I've been listening to
this quartet in its many configurations for many, many years.
And to get to sing with them was definitely a highlight. Thanks
to Jason January for rolling tape on this thing. He didn't know
I was gonnado it. And | didn't know he was taping it. Glad he
did though.

Enjoy.
Joel T. Rutherford

Urban Legend or Historical Fact?

The Famous 1977 Letter toInt’|

Champion Vagabonds

| received an inquiry from historian and barbershop researcher,
Mike M cGee. He was told the story of a congratulatory letter
written by the Innsider s for the Vagabonds and | eft inside the
Landino trophy for their anticipated win in 1977. The legend
saysthat aletter still exists inside the trophy, unopened.

Severa past champs have been contacted and the old trophy has
been searched.

So far no one contacted recalls seeing a letter inside the trophy
during their championship year.

Mike writes: “ I'mtrying to track down the letter and see how
long it actually stayed inside before being removed” .

If YOU' VE seen this historic letter contact Mike and visit his
new Web site called “ Y ouBar ber shop”. Check for updates on
this search.
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New Society Board Member Parker
Requests Your Help

By Gary Parker —DC ‘73

| am beginning a three year term on the Society board of
directors this month. 1’ m encouraged based on my attendance at
the fall meeting as a member elect.

| have one goal as a Society board member: to positively
influence membership growth. Asyou know, Society
membership has been shrinking for many years, and given the
built-up negative inertia and consistency of the trend in the
wrong direction, it will take some thought leadership, out of the
box thinking and a major paradigm shift (sorry for the way
overused terms) to turn this ship around. Of course, there are
already activitiesin place that should longer term help get the
rudder turning, e.g., Youth in Harmony. There are others, but
here’ swhere you comein. | would be very interested in your
ideas on how we could grow the Society — brand new untried
opportunities or improvements to existing initiatives.

One event coming up soon that could have amajor positive
impact on the public’s awareness of our unique art formisthe
professionally produced documentary, “ American Harmony” .
It's awell done movie about our competitions, and includes two
of our recent champ quartets, OC Times (championship still
under investigation) and Max Q. The key to its success will be
getting every chapter in the Society to help us get peoplein the
theater seats when it’s shown in each local chapter market. We
haveinitiated a call tree of Society centers of influenceto help
drum up chapter support, both members and show patrons.
Many of you are probably aready involved. All of you can
help. As Society leaders your vocal support at your local
chapterswill help maximize movie attendance and its
potential influence on our reputation and the public
understanding of our organization.

Thank you in advance for your input and ideas. Even though
board members represent all members throughout the Society,
with your exceptional talent and expertise, in my eyesyou are
more equal than others, so your thoughts on any board issue are
more than welcomed. Let’s make 2009 the turnaround year for
membership.

Al C Endowment Funds at Work

By Gene Cokeroft — AIC Endowment VP

When young choral students hear and sing barbershop harmony
for the first time, their reaction is similar to what you find at
rock concerts where the audience goes bonkers, standing,
cheering, clapping and begging for more. Such was the scenein
Miami this past November 7th, when almost 300 High School
choral students participated in the tenth annual Dade Y outh
Harmony Workshop.

More than a dozen members of the Miami Barbershop Harmony
Chapter and the Goldcoast Sweet Adeline Chapter hosted and
produced the event, held at Old Cutler Presbyterian Church in
the south area of Miami. Region Nine Sweet Adelines, with
personal involvement from Regional YWIH director, Amy
Brian, contributed music, funds and assistance in producing the
workshaop. Clinicians Gene and I ris Coker oft taught both girls
and boys a song each, afew tags and demonstrated the
barbershop style with the assistance of two very fine young
quartets, Xclusive and On Demand and awonderful local
Sweet Adelines quartet, Odyssey. Thisisthe third or fourth time
Odyssey has contributed their time and talents to help teach the
girls at these ongoing workshops. On Demand, over the past
several years have done at least a dozen of these workshops,
taking time from work and school to drive hundreds of miles
with little or no remuneration except expenses. Our Society and
Sweset Adelines International owe a huge thanksto all of these
fine quartets!

The workshop was made possible through funding from Dade
Cultural Arts; aloca arts grant, The Har mony Foundation;
(BHYS), the Sunshine District; Symphonettes; alocal arts
support organization, Region Nine Sweet Adelinesand YES ...
agrant from the AIC Endowment Fund. The workshop
impacted lots of young singers, many of which will go on to
sing barbershop harmony sometime in the future. In addition,
every student was provided with afree CD of one of our past
champs. Generous numbers of CDs from both Gotcha! and

K eepsake were donated along with a huge number of additional
Masterwork CDs from AlC.

Thanksto AIC and all!

»
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zero8 - New Website- New CD

by Max Haggstrom - Marketing Director, zero8
maxhaggstrom@yahoo.com

Greetings from Stockholm, Sweden. zero8 (formed in early
2007) is a chorus mostly made up of music students from
Stockholm and is directed by our founder, Doug Harrington
(coach and producer of vocal harmonies, performer for over 35
years and baritone of Second Edition, 1989 SPEBSQSA
International Quartet Champions). We sing awide variety of
music including Rock, Pop, Soul, Swedish Choral pieces,
Spirituals and Barbershop. Our repertoire includes songs from
artists such as Eric Clapton, Wilson Pickett, Carl Michael
Bellman, Eddy Arnold, Barry Manilow, Lennon &
McCartney and Curtis Mayfield.

As members of SNoBS (Society of Nordic Barbershop Singers),
an affiliate of the Barbershop Harmony Society, zero8 became
Nordic Champions of Barbershop in April, 2008, qualifying for
both the European Barbershop Open (Veldhoven, Holland
March, 2009) and the World Barbershop Championship
(Anaheim, California July, 2009). Asyou can guess, 2009 is
going to be quite a year for uswith trips to Holland and
Cadlifornia, 2 local concerts aswell as onein Anaheim and a new
CD ... ALL BEFORE MID-JULY!!!  www.zero8.fm

Drop by and visit our new website and see page 33 in thisissue
of The Medallion regarding our debut CD, Change The World,
with aplanned release in March, 2009.

Change TheWorld - zero8

e  CadliforniaHere| Come (arr. David Wright, Rasmus Krigstrom)

®  YouDon't Know Me (arr. Jim Clancy, Doug Harrington, Emanuel Roll)
®  Change The World (arr. Joel Bexelius)

e  Midnight Hour (arr. Staffan Paulson)

e  Kdraste Broder: Traditional Swedish drinking song (arr. Hakan Sund)

®  People Get Ready (arr. The Blenders)

®  Peg O' My Heart (arr. Ed Waesche, Bluegrass Student Union)

®  Copacabana (arr. Staffan Paulson)

e [t'sAlright (arr. Huey Lewis and the News)

e  All You Need IsLove: performed by Ringmasters (with zero8) (arr.
Rasmus Krigstrom)

Thoroughbreds Stage Reunion and Show

With info from The Boston Shrimp - Rosalind Severs-Frizzell
Carl Taylor - Lead, The Barons

Over 100 men joined Jim Miller on stage as they celebrated
their legacy and presented two extraordinary and emotional
shows on December 6 at the venerable L ouisville Memorial
Auditorium.

This show featured both
current chorus members and
‘reunion’ members' including
but not limited to members
of several known quartets
that they produced such
as...The Citations, Bluegrass Student Union, I nter state
Rivals, Kegpsake, Gas House Gang, Marquis, Revival,
Platinum and The Barons, just to mention afew. With the
resounding magic in their hands, several directors took their
place in front of these men of song and directed popular
barbershop melodies and holiday favorites.

Interstate Rivals Reunited

Severa AlC brothers directed or sang solos: Bill Myers, Kenny
Hatton and Jay Hawkins.

They felt honored to have Dale Fetick, tenor of Marquison
stage.

The show was followed by the traditional highlight, a
championship afterglow. Even after alate night/early morning
adventure, some rose early to perform at Ken Buckner's church
on Sunday morning followed by a gathering at the Miller/
Hawkins home for more partying and fun.

There may not be a more accommodating and considerate
family in the barbershopping world. All through the afternoon,
Jim and Rosemary Miller and Kathy and Jay Hawkins
greeted the many guests who dropped in for atime.

The Thoroughbred family had a wonderful weekend showing
once again the many reasons they are one of the greatest
organizations in the history of the Society.
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Many barbershoppers will tell you that there was one experience
in their life that got them hooked on this grand hobby forever.
For John Miller there were several pivotal events.

John was raised in Chicago, IL, the son of professional singers.
Mom was a coloratura soprano with her own radio and stage
shows. Dad was one of her backup singers. Clearly John
inherited his pipes from hisfolks. During the summers the
family would go to the Wilmette Bowl, an outdoor
amphitheatre, and several times John saw the Mid-States Four
and the Four Renegadesthere. These two quartets greatly
influenced hislife.

In the fifth grade he formed hisfirst quartet and did an
arrangement that his Mom gave him of “Show Me The Way To
Go Home". Thisfirst attempt solidified his desire to hear those
harmoniesring. When he was a sophomore at New Trier High
School, he formed his next quartet, which auditioned for The
Music Man in hisjunior year. They handily won the part and
John played Olin Britt.

At the end of his senior

™ Grandma'sBoys. Three
weeks later they rode a bus
to Cincinnati and stayed at

Gray, Calhoun, Hal Purdy and Millers

the YMCA. They had 2 %2
songs and sang every night at Purdy’s Corral any time there
was abreak in the action. John has always considered Hal

Purdy his barbershop Father.

Grandma' s Boys won the District Contest three months later in
the fall of '68 with three of them having joined the Society just a
week prior. Then ayear and a half |ater since they wereall in
college on the east coast they competed out of the Northeast
Didtrict. They qualified for International and in 1970 camein

11th in Atlantic City. Nine
years later with Don Bar nick
as Tenor, they won the gold
medal in Minneapalis. John
retired in 1980 citing the need
to focus on his career ashe
had turned down several
opportunities due to his
commitment to his quartet.

a e o &

GRANDMA'S BOYS

ROCKFORD

APRIL 19 1989 -

TV Executive, Barbershopper & Family Man
The Curious Case of John Miller

John has always been an active
member of the Society. Many
members do not know much about
the work/business side of hislife.
His career began at WMAQ (NBC)
in Chicago. In 1976 he moved to
WBBM (CBS) also in Chicago. A
transfer to CBS network in Los
Angelesin 1980 precipitated the
retirement. During this same year
John met Sharon at aCBS
convention in Florida. They married
on July 4, 1981 merged her

Freddie Prince & The Man

household from Georgia and his

from LA and settled in Connecticut. John had been promoted to
do advertising and promotion for the CBS news. After moving
back to CA she found her responsibilities of house and four sons
to take up al of her time

In 1982 he left CBS to follow
amentor to NBC, so the
family picked up and moved to
LosAngeles. Late 1983 John
got acall to audition for anew
quartet. He told them no.
Sharon convinced him that it
was a hobby he loved and that
with his stressful job the
diversion would do him good.
His exact quote was “ You have
no idea what you are getting
into”. John joined The New
Tradition and would spend
numerous hours rehearsing
holding infant Justin in hisarms. Over time, Justin would
spend countless hours watching videotapes of the New Tradition
performing. He eventually had all the choreography down pat
and everyone was amazed at his near perfect pitch.

Justin make a great Harpo

That summer of 1985 John s
was named the head of |
Advertising and Promotion =
for NBC, Then history was |e\|
made when John won his
2nd gold medal againin
Minneapolis. Minneapolis
2014 isright around the
corner! Three-peat
anyone?

i
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The Curious Case of John Miller - continued

In May of 1986 the current champs,
The New Tradition, sang “Come Home
to NBC” posing as affiliates at the NBC
annua meeting. Many were later
surprised to find out that John was
NOT lip-syncing. The following year
the quartet again sang the’'87 NBC
theme song.

'87 brought the blessed birth of son #4, Jon-Michael. Hejoined
the other brothers in wearing out the records, cassettes and
videotapes and going to any and all shows when possible. There
admittedly came atime when the quartet sang 42 weekends out
of the year when Sharon remembered John’s original statement
to her (but never any regrets).

Also in’87 John hired
Jay Lenotobea
§ promotional

y Spokesperson prior to
the network hiring him
asthe host of
“Tonight”. Much later
John would hire Ryan
Seacrest to host their
Saturday night movies.

Brandon Tartikoff, Bob Wright and John

In 1989 John took on the extra responsibility of program
syndication and development. 1990 saw him add Executive
Vice President of Marketing over audience and sales.

Later in 1990 John was asked to go to NY to shadow the
President of NBC in preparation for taking over the position in
1991. The family moved to Westport, CT while John stayed
back in LA to sell the home and get ready for the transition.
Once he moved, the powers that be wanted him back on the
West Coast. Hewould work afew weeksin NY, then aweek in
LA and so on. Within ayear the President decided not to retire
and John was needed full time back on the West Coast.

Jason and Justin had made excellent transitions in school and
did not want to move. The decision was made to keep the
family on the East Coast thus began John’s weekly commute to

o LA. Hewould leave
every Monday
morning and come
home on Friday
nights.

Even at 18-months,
Justin already knows
all the moves

During the commute years the
work responsihilities continued
to soar. In 1991, still handling
network advertising and
promotion, he added daytime
and children’s programming. At
this time his former mentor was
married to Days of our Lives
star Deidre Hall. Her husband
was studying abroad at Oxford
so John would be her escort to
any black tie events. Sharon and Deidre were friends so it was
totally fine for any who might wonder. Sharon even wondered
how many friends actually read ‘ The Enquirer’ and would
comment on photos of John and Deidre. No one ever did.

Deidre Hall and her escort

There were few Internationals that the family missed. One year
John asked his AIC buddies to help him out by individually
wishing Sharon a happy anniversary. The first couple of guys
really impressed Sharon that they actually remembered. After
afew more she caught on that they were coerced into being
participants, albeit willing, in making the day special.

Daytime
programming
wasgivenupin
1993 but John
took on prime
time specials.
The family often
went to Las '
Vegasto attend
the tapings of World's Greatest Magic. The family was seen
on-air several times and once Jon-Michael was chosen to do a
bit with John Ritter on stage.

John formed and became the President of the NBC Agency in
1999. They did all the print and on-air advertising in house for
the network as well as other NBC owned properties such as
CNBC, MSNBC and NBCl.com.

In 2004 NBC merged with Universal and in addition to being
President of the NBC Agency he took an additional role of
Chief Marketing Officer of the NBC/Universal Television
Group. He was one of two leads on the due diligence team that
studied the merger, and he was the west coast integration lead.

John interviews Larry King and Mike Wallace
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John, D|ck Ebersol and the International Olymplc Committee

John was instrumentally involved with Dick Eber sol, President
of NBC sports, in procuring the Olympics for 2010 and 2012.
He has been involved in marketing the Olympics to the
American public since Seoul 1988.

The dlogan “Must See TV was
created by John and histeam in
themid 90s. It still hasthe
highest awareness of any
television slogan in network
history. To name afew of the
numerous awards John has won
for his creative work - he isatwo-

N Bc time Emmy winner, a member of
the Promax (television promotion

and marketing professionals) Hall of Fame, and athree-time Ad
Age Marketer of the Y ear.

During thisillustrious and busy career John still found time to
coach soccer, baseball and attend basketball games, music
concerts, musicals and plays.

Throughout his career the family has had some fantastic
experiences. Eight Olympics, Wimbledon, US Open, and the
Super Bowl, not to mention
many sports final games
and NBA weekends. They
attend the Emmy Awards,

| the Golden Globes and

B frequent black tie eventsin
LA and NY. Thekids grew
up being exposed to all
kinds of people and culture.
It has and continues to be a
busy and fulfilling life.

John with Conan O'Brian

Justin and Jon-Michael were both interested in music and acting
from an early age. They both had the same music teacher in
elementary school that actually had the boys sing barbershop.
Both Justin and Jon-Michagel began acting in the 4th grade and
continued through high school. They both participated in
audition-only €lite singing groups and always introduced their
friendsto tagging. They sing tags around the house ALL THE
TIME.

When Justin was ajunior
he formed an octet, The
Testoster Tones. Sharon
produced an ‘A Cappella
Extravaganza’ to raise
money to send the theatre
group to Scotland. The
New Tradition and the Gas
House Gang were featured
quartets. Justin’s group
also sang and grestly
impressed the audience;
barbershop and theatre
crowds alike, with David i
Wright's arrangement of IW
“Sarsand Stripes’. Justin

was foremost in helping the guys learn the tight harmony. Jon-
Michael played Jacey Squiresin ‘TheMusic Man’ and thenin
high school formed an a cappella group that performed at Senior
Centers.

There was never an opportunity for the boysto sing with a
chorus whilein Connecticut. Their activities kept them busy
and the nearest chapters were too far away. 1n 2001 the family
moved back to California. In February of 2002 they all went to
a Pioneersweekend at The Grand Tradition. That weekend
Justin met Mark Hale, who invited him to visit Master s of
Harmony. Justin was afreshman at Marymount Collegein
Palos Verdes and wasted no time in contacting the chorus.

L ocal members picked him up at school and gave him ridesto
rehearsal. He hasn't looked back.

Melania & Donald Trump and John - The Apprentice Launch Party
at the Playboy Mansion - NBC Photo: Chris Haston
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The Curious Case of John Miller - continued

That same year Justin and Jon-Michael were two of the original-
founding members of Westminster Chorus. In August of 2003
Justin became the presentation coordinator of MOH. Hewasa
Board Member-at-large of Masters of Harmony from 2005 —
2007 at the same time he served as President of Westminster.
He was asked to be Director of Westminster in 2008.

John and Justin have three gold medals with MOH aong with
Jon-Michael’stwo. Justin and Jon-Michael have won silver and
gold with Westminster. Justin has placed fourth three times
with two different quartetsin the college contest. Hewasa
member of the faculty of Harmony College in 2006.

At John’s surprise 50th
birthday party the boys
sang ‘ My Father, My
Friend, My Dad’ with
their older brothers
Bobby and Jason. To
this day it is one of
John’s favorite and
most emotional
moments of hislife. He
was moved that his four
sons, two of whom
don't sing barbershop,
would come together in this way for him.

John and Grant Tinker NBC CEO

Although John changed to communications he was originally a
theatre major; Justin and Jon-Michael followed in their father's
theatre footprints. They have been in countless plays and
musicals. Justin was originally amusical theatre major but
changed to music education. Hisdream isto teach at his high
school in CT and be the musical director for the shows. Jon-
Michael will continue to pursue acting, singing and dancing.
Bobby just turned 39 and got married to Sarina on December
27th. Jason is 34. Both boyslive and work in Los Angeles.

Justin just graduated with BM (Bachelor of Music) Music
Education with Vocal Emphasis and BM Performance with a
Conducting Emphasis. He will begin his Masters of Artin
Teaching in January - al from Chapman U. in Orange. He
teaches piano lessons. Jon-Michael isaBFA acting major at
Ithaca College in upstate NY. Heis applying and auditioning
for Masters programs to begin next fall.

John Miller has been successful in so many areas; family, career
and hobby. One can only imagine the substantial number of
people he' s influenced and inspired throughout hislife. Asthe
kids begin their own journey, we're all simply grateful to be a
part and watch as this“ curious” story continues.

-
Assist side
WM Chicag oduction Assistant/Associate Producer/On-Air
tion Mar
WBBM cag P on Magr.
irect ertising and Promotion for CBS News

Created an ad campaign for Dan Rather and encouraged him to
008 ona wearing sweaters

8 rect iliate Promotion CBS in Los Angeles

98 sident Affiliate Promotion
1983 Vice President Advertising and Promotion West Coast

985 Vice President Advertising & Promotion NBC TV Netwo
1989 Senior Vice President A & P and Program Developmen
1990 Executive Vice Presiden eting New
1991 Executive P, Daytime and Children's Programmin

ecutive P ildren’s etime Specials
1999 President of The e
2004 - prese| ident of The NBC Agency and Chief Marketin
Officer of NBC/Universal Television Group
= |

A Notefrom Sharon

Speaking as the wife, mother and non-barbershopper in
the family this hobby has been an unbelievable addition to
our family. Everyone in our extended family supports the
hobby and gets much enjoyment out of watching and
listening. Since moving back to Californiain 2001 we
have devel oped such close friendships with many in our
Far Western District family. Through the AIC | have
friends all over the country. | can truly say that a day
doesn’'t go by that | am not grateful for that little boy that
fell in love with this art form and for his parents, who
although did not participate, encouraged and supported
him in his quest to be the best.

| am grateful that my children embrace and love this
pastime. We are confident that the singing will continue
on for many generations. My support and encouragement
will continue as | accept the honor of serving on the

Har mony Foundation Board of Trustees. Let's Keep the
Whole World Singing!

Sharon Worsham Miller - January 7, 2009

Editor’ s Note: My sincere thanksto Sharon Miller
for the information and photos provided in this
feature.
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Daddy, Where Did | Come From?
(continued from page 1)

Benny was also a master craftsman. He was also an avid quartet
man. For the next eight years and several personnel changes, he
was the bass of his Vocalaires quartet.

He would surprise members with various hand-crafted awards
for special occasions. His work was always very well received.
Ben'sfirst big trophy was for the Michigan District (now
Pioneer) and the district quartet champions. Everyone was very
impressed. It is still in use today.

In 1949 he decided the Society
quartet champs needed a trophy.
He didn’t bother to check with
International or the Society Board,
he just went ahead and made it.
The trophy was a reproduction of
the lyrein the Society’ s emblem at
 thetime. It was dl done aslove's
labor simply because he enjoyed
his membership in the Society. He

%" spent more than 600 hours hand
crafting a masterpiece. It was designed and hand crafted down to
the finest detail.

Once completed, news of this trophy reached International.
They informed Ben that they might not WANT the trophy.
International stated the quartets “already receive individual
medals and once we start presenting our champs with trophies,
who knows where it will end?” Needlessto say Ben was quite
surprised after so many hours of work. Once international
representatives actually got to SEE the beautiful trophy, of
course, their reservations vanished. The gift was presented and
accepted. They even arranged for Ben to be on hand at the 1949

Mid-States Four with the NEW Landino Trophy
1 L] 2]

International contest in Buffalo, NY to make the first
presentation.

Thefirst quartet to receive this first-generation trophy was The
Mid-States Four. They actually were presented only the top
part. The base was added |ater to include all the names of our
guartet champs making it a heavy and impressive award. Al
Steiner, also of Grosse Pointe, did the engraving. It underwent
very few changes over the years and was presented to the quartet
champs for the next 38 years.

Through the years the original trophy had undergone many
repairs due to the number of miles traveled. In some cases it
wasn’t presented on stage at the convention due to the state of
its disrepair.

The International Chorus Trophy had a similar birth.

1953 Michigan District
convention chairman, Mark
Roberts, asked Ben to create a
suitable award for the Michigan
District chorus championship.
They both agreed it didn’t need
to be as elaborate as the quartet
trophy. Not surprisingly, asit
was not in Ben's nature to do
anything halfway, he spent 1100
hours handcrafting another masterpiece.

When he brought the new chorus trophy to Alta, Michigan and
the district convention everyone saw the finished product for the
first time. Society staff members attending immediately begged
Ben to giveit to the Society for usein the “Big” chorus contest.
Ben managed to sidestep the issue by putting the decision on
Mark, who had ordered the trophy. He couldn’t refuse Bob
Hafer, then executive director, and agreed this elaborate trophy
should go to the International Champions.

It was again arranged for Ben to be on hand at the 1953
International convention in Grand Rapids to present it to the first
chorus champs which, ironically, turned out to be the Gr eat

L akes Chorus of Grand Rapids, Michigan.

A month later Society founder O.C Cash died. With permission
of hiswidow the chorus trophy was officially inscribed as the
Owen C. Cash Memorial Trophy, the nameit still bears today.

For his hours of work and skill he received no remuneration -
only alifetime membership in the Grosse Pointe chapter. Ben
died December 13, 1969 at the age of 75. He never lost his zest
for singing. He had the energy and enthusiasm of a much
younger man.

Continued Next Page
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Benny’s proudest moment was when his quartet, the 19"
Century Four” won the Pioneer District Senior Quartet
Championship in 1964.

One well-kept secret was the loss of the original Chorus Trophy.
It was rumored to have been stolen from the vehicle of a
member of the winning chorus. The chorus had it recreated, and
re-engraved at great expense. If one studies the official photos of
chorus champs one can see the change, although slight. We'll
NOT reveal the chorus that suffered this historic mishap.

Thankfully, the quartet trophy is still the original and now
resides in the Society Archivesin Nashville. It is displayed each
year as part of the 50" anniversary quartet display during
International conventions.

A NEW Quartet Trophy

By the Society’s 50"
anniversary in 1988 all
four sides of the base

N were completely full. It
&P was time to design and
=% create the trophy for the
next half century. The
Landino Trophy was
retired following the
1988 Convention in San
Antonio with the final quartet to receive it being The Chiefs of
Staff.

That job of creating a replacement went to sculptor Jim Law
and graphic designers Chuck Sisson and Ray Starrette, creator
of the trophy for the Senior Quartet Champs.

Jim Law was a Dallas barbershopper, the origina lead of the
Side Street Ramblers and alawyer. Chuck was awell known
graphic artist and lead of the Chiefs of Staff, ironically, in the
last quartet to be presented the original trophy.

It was soon decided that a quartet should be part of the new
design. Law (now retired to Albuquerque, NM) was

= —— ==mge COMMissioned to

E: 4#+ 8 create the quartet
' ' figurines. For the first
_ timehere, Jim Law

reveals the names of

- thefour men who
W inspired the faces used

"1, onthe quartet figure.

From left to right they
are Ken Hawkinson
(Bass of the 1977 Most
Happy Fellows),
Charlie Jackson
(Albuquerque chapter
member), Gil Wallace
(bass of the 1957 Lads

of Enchantment) and
Jim Law. If you could, wouldn’t YOU put your face on the
trophy? He also took the opportunity to make himself much
taler.

The trophy is predominantly wood, complemented with gold,
silver and bronze. Landino’s original concept of amusical lyre
graces the top while the lower platform serves as a stage for the
bronze quartet sculpture. Names of the quartet champions of the
first 50 years are inscribed on the back; the front has spaces for
the next 50 winners making this one good till 2038.

The new trophy was named in honor of the late Hugh
Ingraham, 20-year executive
director of the Society.

The Pioneer District commissioned
another Grosse Pointe craftsman,
Len Schweitzer, to construct a
specia wheeled carrying case for
the trophy. In 2005 Gotcha! saw
the need for anew case and donated
onein timefor Reatime swin.

Clandestinely built into the quartet
trophy isa“super-secret compartment”. Traditionally and in the
spirit of brotherhood, the outgoing champs place various items
and notes inside for the new winners, some serious, often not.
Already, 20 quartets have been presented this award.

These two top
awards continue to
inspire and serve as
iconic symbols of
excellence and an
ultimate goal for
thousands of
barbershop singers. %
Only afew will have
the honor of holding
these trophies on the
championship stage.

Written and researched by Grady Kerr
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AlIC Birthdays
Add a Candle!

ruary
Fred Farrell
Doc Sause
Mike Spencer
Kevin Miles
Alan Gordon
Dick Grapes
Joe Mazzone
Rick Anderson
Mark Hale
Don Barnick
Jim Bagby
Garry Texeira
Jeff Oxley
Joel Wilson

Alvin Rehkop
Jared Carlson
Jason January
Robert Maurus
Ronald Knicker
Joe Connelly
Rick Staab

Don Kahl
Stephen lannacchi
Richard Knight
Todd Wilson

Mike Slamka
Donald Bagley
David Smotzer
Terry Clarke
Patrick Claypool
Wes Y oder
Rob Menaker
Bill Thornton
Guy McShan
Mark Metzger
Chris Vaughn
Al Mau

Dick Chacos
Gary Harding
Jay Hawkins
Tom Felgen
Tom Spirito

Jamie Meyer
Wendell Heiny
Allen Hatton
Jerry Fairchild
Tim Waurick
Ray Henders
Brandon Guyton
Dave Panther
Bob Welzenbach
Bob Hodge
Rich Middaugh
Tom Keehan
Rod Johnson
Bob Whitledge
Jim Henry
Terry Heltne
Bob Franklin
Curt Hutchison
Al Kvanli
Randy Loos
Tom Palamone
Joe Sullivan
Don Lamont

February

2 Patty Cobb & Jeff Baker

6 Sharon & Ray Henders

17 Sandy & David Wallace
17 Becki & Clay Hine

18 Dotty & Dave Panther

20 Sally & George Davidson
21 Sherry & John Devine
25 Pam & Rich Knapp

March

2 Laura & Jason January

5 Jeri & Kevin Miles

6 Eloise & Dick Gifford

12 Jodi & Tony DeRosa

22 Corinne & John Newell

25 Marcella& Forrey Haynes
30 Iris & Gene Cokeroft

April

6 Maureen & Jerry Fairchild
8 Lisa& JoeClay

12 Anna & Jared Carlson
15 Shirley & Guy McShan
17 Jan & Rich Knight

19 Pat & Tom Spirito

20 Mary & Carl Dahlke
21 Elaine & Al Kvanli

24 Joann & Jim Bagby

29 Cyndy & Dan Burgess
29 Luann & Greg Clancy
30 Geda & Jim Henry

May

5 Doris & Keith Young

9 Linda& Butch Koth

11 Dorothy & Bob Welzenbach
12 Sue & Bob Franklin

12 Kim & Kipp Buckner

13 Susan & Allen Hatton

19 Sandy & Harlan Wilson

20 Joann & Bill Myers

22 Mardella & Bruce Conover
24 Stephanie & Tim Broersma
24 Sue & Gary Harding

26 Janine & Larry Tully

27 Angie & Jay Bond

28 Megan & Mark Metzger

29 Raymonde & Don Lamont
30 Suzanne & Doug Harrington
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ZEroQ is about to
change your world!

Anders Jalkeus of The Real Group calls them "driven singers with an inbom musicality”
Dr. Jeffery Taylor, music critic, calls them "a vocal ensemble powerhouss”
The 5th Wheel Barbarshop Blog says thair sound is "frickin’ awesoma!”

Wanna hear what all the fuss is about?

Announcing zero8's debut CD

Change The World!

Scheduled for release '
In March, 2000

Yl - it's Abight = Calforrva, Hare | Come = Your Dan't Know Mo
Pag O My Haarf « Peopis Gat Ready « in The Midnight Howr
Copacabana (At The Copa) « Kirasto Bridar oo swedshy
P Change Tha Wond = AN Your Noed s Lowve®

* Parfonmed with ZeroS’s wery own Ringmasiors,
2008 Codegiale Berbarshop Cuarst Wond Champlone

Visit Zero8.se to
pre-order your copy today!
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ive Gold Me
Quartets

OC Times (2008)

.OCTimesQuartet.co

OCTimesQuartet@aol.com

Max Q (2007)
www.maxguartet.com

tdero@aol.com

cal Spectrum (20
Www.Vvocalspectrum.com
oroni@vocalspectrum.co

Realtime (2005)

www.realtimequartet.com
hows@realtimequartet.co

FRED (1999)

www.fredquartet.com
nessmanager@fredquartet

erstate Rivals (19
ay.Hawkins@insightbb.co

Acoustix (1990)

WWW.acoustix.com
bookings@acoustix.com

ness Emporium
.happinessemporium.co
rodlead@hotmail.com

NINETEEN SONGS - FIRST TIME ON CD

EARLY DAYS CHORD RECORDS
GOLD MEDAL YEARS FAVORITES
16 page illustrated booklet includes candid photos,
little known facts, and commentary on avery song.
$17.95 includes S&H mail order to:
The Sidewinders 671 W. Cypress Ave. Redlands, CA 92373
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2007 Max @ If you want to be a gold medal
2006 Vocal Spectrum gift-giver, treat your favorite
2005 Realtime quartet fan to Christmas in July!
1999 FRED Order now, and get first crack at
1975 "anniness Emnnri“m the best seats in the house!
Before I speak,
I have something

important to say!

with tributes to our
25th Anniversary champs

The Rapscallions
and 50th Anniversary champs
The Four Pitchikers

TICKETS: $80 Platinum
$45 Gold
$30 Silver
$20 Bronze

nlus $4.15 S&H per order
Order before March 1st for a 5% Early Eird Discount

GALL 800-877-6936 or
www.AICgold.com




